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List of Claims 

- (c^^^y ^^ded) In a network switch comprising a control point and a plurality of 

network processors, a method comprising: 

(a) receiving data frames ftom a network; and 

(b) performing logical bridging of data frames destined for or originatia.g from said conlxol 
X point inanetwork processor directly connectedto said control point network proc,,,pr 

A fi,^Hrr --nrr r - ^ ^ ^^^^ - "^"^^^ -^'-^'^ "^"^"^ ^^^^ "''^"^ "^^^^^ 

2 (Original) The method of claim 1, said step (b) comprising: 

(c) determining whether said data frame is destined for said control point; and 

(d) sending said data frame to said network processor directly connected to said control 
point when said step (c) indicates that said data frame is destined for said control pomt. 

3 (Original) The method of claim 2, said step (c) comprising: 

(e) looking up a destination address in said frame in a media access control (MAC) address 

database; 

(f) sending said data frame to a logical router when said look-up determines that said data 
frame requires processing by a logical router, 

(g) looking up a destination address in a routing table in said logical router; and 

(h) sending said frame to said network processor directly connected to said conw^l point 
when said look-up detemnnes that said frame is destined for said control point. 

4 (Original) The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

setting a bit in a frame header appended to said frame to indicate that said frame is destined for said 
control point. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 . said step (b) comprisuig: 
learning a source MAC address in said frame m a MAC address database; and 

sending said frame to said control point 

6. (Original) The method ofclaimU said step (b) comprising: 
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looWngupadestinationaddressinaftameoriginatingfromsaida^^^^^ 

address database; and 

forvsraitJing said fteme to a target netvvork processor aiKi port found m 

7. (Curretifly amended) A network switch comprising: 
a control point; 

a plurality of network processors; 

saidplundityofnetwoikprocesso«progranimed>yithlogicdbridgme^^ 

functions; . * j • 

.vheieinanetworicprocessor directly connectedto said control point performs logical brtdguig 

functions needed by said control point said network pror.ssor fiirther compr isin p an T.7. table and a 

m^Hifi access rontrol (MAC ) a^aress database. 

8 (Original) The network switch of claim 7, wherein said logical bridging and logical routing 
functions detemnne that an incoming data feane to one of said plurality of networks processors is 
destined for said control point and send said data frame to said network processor directly 
cotmected to sadd control point. 

9. (Origind)Tlie network switch ofclaim 8, wherein said logical bridging functi 
network processor directly connected to said control point learns a source address in said frame in 
a MAC address database. 

10. (Original) The network switch of claim 9, wherein said logical bridging function in said 
network processor directly connected to said control point receives a ftame originating from said 
control point, looks up said learned source address, and forwards said ftame originating from said 
control point to a target network processor corresponding to said learned source address. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A computer-usable medium storing computer executable 
instructions, said insfructions wheti executed by processors in a networic switch comprising a 
control point and a plurality of network processors, implementing a method comprising: 

(a) receiving data frames from a network; and 
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(b) performin8 logical bridging of toes destined for or origin^^ 
point inanetwork processor direcUy connected to saidcontrol point s.id..twork process 

..n.nn^n. ^ L ? t. bl. and . media acce.r rn.trol ( MAC ) .ddress data|,,^ . 
12 (Original) Thecomputer-iisablemediurnofclaimll.saidstep(b)2comprising: 

(c) determining whether said data ftame is destined for said control point; and 

(d) sending said data frame to said network processor directly connected to said control 
point when said step (c) indicates that said data frame is destined for said control point. 

V 13 (Original) The computer-usable medium of claim 12, said step (c) comprising: 

(e) looking up destination address in said frame in a media access control (MAC) address 

database; 

(f) sending said data frame to a logical router when said look-up determines that said data 
frame requires processing by a logical router; 

(g) looking up a destination address in a routing table in said logical router; and 

(h) sending said frame to said network processor directly connected to said control point 
when said look-up detennines that said frame is destined for said control point. 

14 (Original) The computer-usable medium of claim 13, said method fixrther comprising: 
setting a bit in a frame header appended to said frame to indicate that said frame is destined for said 
control point. 

15. (Original) The computer-usaWe medium of claim U. said step (b) comprising: 
learning a source MAC address in said frame in a MAC address database; and sending said 

frame to said control point. 

16. (Original) The computer-usable medium of claim 1 1. said step (b) comprising: looking up 
a destination address in a frame originating from said control point in a MAC address database; 
and forwarding said frame to a target networic processor and port found in said look-up. 
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